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if the practice of making loans to the zemindars was at
all encouraged by the Indian governments, distinctly re-
plied, "Certainly not;" your committee feel themselves
bound to assume, that when these money dealings with
the zemindar took place on the part of Mr. Whitehill,
Mr. Sulivan, Colonel Flint, and Mr. Hodges, they were
not only unsanctioned by, but unknown to, the local
government.
They were first officially communicated to the council
of Masulipatam in 1777 by Mr. Hodges, upon the occa-
sion of Mr. Pringle, Mr, Hodges, and his soucar, Verde-
doss, having most irregularly assumed the entire super-
intendence and management of the zemindarry, which
was then declared by Mr. Hodges to be " first respon-
sible to the Company," and afterwards to be liable for
the debts of Messrs. Hodges and Pringle and the soucar.
This arrangement appears to have been sanctioned by
Messrs. Pringle and Desvceux, both members of the
Masulipatam council, the former of whom was directly
concerned in loans to the zemindar.
Two years were suffered to elapse Kefore the Masuli-
patam council made any communication upon the subject
to the government of Madras, and they were at length
apprized of it in 1779, only in consequence of their
having themselves called the particular attention of the
Masulipatam council to the distracted and deranged
state of Opparow's zemindarry. A report was then mad6
to the government, in which the Masulipatam council
mentioned Opparow's heavy debts, and proposed that
the Company should take possession of the zemindarry,
and appropriate the revenues first to the payment of
their annual tribute, and of one-fourth per annum of the
arrears until discharged; secondly, to the maintenance
of the zemindar; and, lastly, the surplus, if any, to the
creditors. It is worthy of observation, that in this